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                          Integrated skills: Reading, Speaking & Writing
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                                          (source: official team sites, adapted for classroom use by N.P.)


A/ Olympiacos
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Olympiacos C.F.P. is the largest multi-athletic organization in Greece and one of the largest in the world. It was founded (__established_____) in 1925 in the city of Piraeus, the biggest port of Greece. 

Olympiacos C.F.P. has activities in 17 different competitive departments all of which are prominent (___famous_______) and have won many distinctions around the world: Football, Basketball, Men's and Women's Volleyball, Men's and Women's Water Polo, Track and Field, Swimming, Sailing, Wrestling, Weightlifting, Boxing, Rowing, Canoe Kayak, Table Tennis, Tennis, Shooting. The total number of athletes is more than 3,800, the ranks of which include Olympic winners and World Champions. 

There is a Museum of Olympiacos which is hosted (_be as a guest_____) in the renewed Stadium George Karaiskakis (www.karaiskaki.gr), and was designed and implemented with museological and scientific principals. The Museum of Olympiacos is a place where the visitor can learn about Olympiacos C.F.P., its teams, its athletes and its people, the city-port of Piraeus, the Hellenic Football and Sports, as well as the history of Football and Sports. 

· Is Olympiacos only a football team?

· What can you learn at its museum?


B/ Panathinaikos
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It was back in 1908 when the track and field athlete of Panellinios, George Kalafatis, took the initiative (_first step___) to found the most successful team of Athens. Initially, the name of the team was Π.Ο.Α. (Football Club of Athens). In its first official game, the Football Club of Athens (Π.Ο.Α.), faced Peiraikos, the team that was later named Olympiakos, in Trikala in a tournament (_a series of contests______) that took place between the 7th and the 9th of September 1908. Π.Ο.Α. beat Peiraikos 9-0. The first official game in Athens was against Ethnikos, in which Π.Ο.Α. won 2-0.
EMBLEM: THE SHAMROCK. Short after the founding of the team George Kalafatis changed the name of the club to Π .Π .Ο. (Panhellenic Football Club). After the end of World War 1, football activity resumes(_begin again___) and in 1918 Π .Π .Ο. establishes the green colour and the emblem of the shamrock which was designed by George Hatzopoulos, director of the National Gallery and member of Club. The shamrock was brought to the club by Michalis Papazoglou, an athlete and later general secretary of Panathinaikos, who used to wear it at his former (__previous_____) club of “Chalkidona” in Constantinopole.

· Who is the founder of Panathinaikos? / and what was its original name?

· Does Peiraikos team exist today?

· Who gave the shamrock as an emblem to the team? / why?


C/ AEK
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When the Constantinople refugees (__people who leave their country in times of war etc._____) left the city in 1924( two years after the Minor Asia disaster in 1922) they decided to create a sports club under the name: ‘Athletic Union of Constantinople’.  The Athletic Union of Constantinople (AEK), as the Ecumenical Patriarch said, is more than a club of the refugees. AEK Athens is the living spirit of the homeland. It represents (____symbolise_________) human values and culture. In the sports field it is one of the biggest and most important athletic unions in Greece, with a lot of domestic (__relating to one’s country_________) and international victories in several sports. 


Particularly in football, AEK F.C. has 27 national titles in its record (11Championships, 13 Cups, 2 Super Cups, 1 League Cup) while it has represented  Greece in many European competitions considering its course to the semi-finals of UEFA Cup (1976-77) as its top moment. AEK F.C. was also the first Greek club to have brought in Greece a European title in basketball, the Cup Winners Cup in 1968.


More than its victories in field, AEK F.C. takes pride in (__is proud of_____) its origins and what its emblem stands for(__symbolises______).  That is the two-headed eagle and its colours yellow and black all of which are inspired by the Byzantine Empire. Yellow and black were the official colours of the Empire which was standing in the crossroads between East and West. That is why its emblem was the double-headed eagle. The one stares at East and the other at West.

· Who founded AEK?

· What the first European achievement of AEK?

· What does its emblem stand for?

Talk in a 50-70 word paragraph about on e of the three teams.
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Practice makes perfect!








