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Integrated skills: Reading – Speaking – Writing

 (CNN) -- Barack Obama was sworn in as the 44th president of the United States and the nation's first African-American president Tuesday(20/1/2009). This is a transcript of his prepared speech. (Adaptation for classroom use by N.P.)

My fellow citizens:

I stand here today humbled  (modest ) by the task before us, grateful for the trust you have bestowed (given ), mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. […] On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the recriminations (accusations) and worn-out dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics. […]

[Paying homage to the predecessors – Forging a national identity]

In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never a given. It must be earned. Our journey has never been one of shortcuts or settling for less. It has not been the path for the fainthearted (timid) -- for those who prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of riches and fame. Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things -- some celebrated, but more often men and women obscure in their labour -- who have carried us up the long, rugged (steep) path toward prosperity and freedom. […]

[Free market: a force for good or ill?]

Nor is the question before us whether the market is a force for good or ill. Its power to [1] generate wealth and [2]expand freedom is unmatched, but this crisis has reminded us that without a watchful eye, the market can spin out of control -- and that a nation cannot prosper long when it favours only the prosperous. The success of our economy has always depended not just on the size of our gross domestic product, but on the reach of our prosperity (well being ); on our ability to extend opportunity to every willing heart -- not out of charity, but because it is the surest route to our common good.

[Should we sacrifice our ideals for the sake of safety?]

As for our common defence, we reject as false the choice between our safety and our ideals. Our Founding Fathers, faced with perils (risks) we can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter (contract) to assure the rule of law and the rights of man, a charter expanded by the blood of generations. Those ideals still light the world, and we will not give them up for expedience's (opportunism) sake. […]

[A comment on Bush administration]

Recall that earlier generations faced down fascism and communism not just with missiles and tanks, but with sturdy alliances and enduring convictions (beliefs). They understood that our power alone cannot protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we please. Instead, they knew that our power grows through its prudent use; our security emanates (comes) from the justness of our cause, the force of our example, the tempering (moderate) qualities of humility and restraint.

[International politics]

We are the keepers of this legacy. Guided by these principles once more, we can meet those new threats that demand even greater effort -- even greater cooperation and understanding between nations. We will begin to responsibly leave [1] Iraq to its people, and forge (form) a hard-earned peace in [2]Afghanistan. With old friends and former foes, we will work tirelessly to lessen the [3] nuclear threat, and roll back the spectre (ghost ) of a [4] warming planet. We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will we waver in its defence, and [5. terrorism] for those who seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents, we say to you now that our spirit is stronger and cannot be broken; you cannot outlast (last longer ) us, and we will defeat you.

[The US a vivid example of the global patchwork]

For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness. We are a nation of [1] Christians and [2] Muslims, [3] Jews and [4] Hindus -- and [5] non-believers (atheists). We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth; and because we have tasted the bitter swill(rubbish) of civil war and segregation, and emerged from that dark chapter stronger and more united, we cannot help but believe that the old hatreds shall someday pass; that the lines of tribe shall soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our common humanity shall reveal itself; and that America must play its role in ushering (introduce ) in a new era of peace.

[Are we in the threshold of a global conflict between the East and the West?]

To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based on mutual interest and mutual respect. To those leaders around the globe who seek to sow conflict, or blame their society's ills on the West: Know that your people will judge you on what you can build, not what you destroy. To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that you are on the wrong side of history; but that we will extend a hand if you are willing to unclench your fist.

[The challenges are new but the tools are old – What does it mean to be a citizen in a democracy?]

Our challenges may be new. The instruments with which we meet them may be new. But those values upon which our success depends – [1] hard work and honesty, [2] courage and fair play, [3] tolerance and curiosity, [4] loyalty and patriotism -- these things are old. These things are true. They have been the quiet force of progress throughout our history. What is demanded then is a return to these truths. What is required of us now is a new era (period ) of responsibility -- a recognition, on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation and the world; duties that we do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task. This is the price and the promise of citizenship.

[Is man free to shape the future or is life the unfolding of a pre-made plan?]

This is the source of our confidence -- the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an uncertain destiny. This is the meaning of our liberty and our creed (main principle ) -- why men and women and children of every race and every faith can join in celebration across this magnificent Mall, and why a man whose father less than 60 years ago might not have been served at a local restaurant can now stand before you to take a most sacred oath.

Exercises:
A/ Write a synonym for each underlined word in the parenthesis next to it.

B/ Discuss the meaning of the lines in bold letters. 

C/ You are a news reporter. Give a 40-60 word report on what the above 

      mentioned politician told his people.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

