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                       Integrated skills: Reading, Speaking & Writing

                      Worksheet II

                                                      (source: wikipedia.org, www.celticgrounds.com adapted for classroom use by N.P. 12/1/09)
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Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument located in the English county of Wiltshire. One of the most famous prehistoric sites (place) in the world, Stonehenge is composed of earthworks surrounding a circular setting of large standing stones, including several hundred burial mounds (a heap of earth placed over prehistoric tombs). More than nine hundred stone rings exist in the British Isles, and scholars (
specialists in the field) estimate that twice that number may originally have been built. These megalithic structures should be referred to as rings rather than circles since they are constructed in a variety of elliptical shapes. Stonehenge, however, is roughly circular.

What is Stonehenge?
Where is it?

Are there any other?
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Archaeologists had believed that the iconic stone monument was erected around 2500 BC. However one recent theory has suggested (implied ) that the first stones were not erected until 2400-2200 BC. The surrounding circular earth bank and ditch  (a narrow channel), which constitute the earliest phase of the monument, have been dated to about 3100 BC. The site and its surroundings were added to the UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites in 1986. 

When was it made?         Is it important?

Stonehenge was produced by a culture (
civilization) with no written language, so they didn’t leave written records. Many aspects of Stonehenge remain subject to debate. This multiplicity (
large number
) of theories, some of them very colourful, is often called the "mystery of Stonehenge."

Several theories have been proposed. 

1)Mike Pearson head of the Stonehenge Riverside Project, has suggested that Stonehenge was part of a ritual landscape (
a place used for ceremonies
). 2)Geoffery Wainwright, president of the Society of Antiquaries of London, and Timothy Darvill of Bournemouth University have suggested that Stonehenge was a place of healing (recovery from disease). 3) Hawkins (in 1964) asserted the existence of twenty-four solar and lunar alignments at Stonehenge, and he proposed the theory that the monument could have been used as a calculator to predict eclipses. However, it is now recognized that Hawkins was clearly wrong about Stonehenge's possible use as a calculating machine to predict eclipses. And it is also agreed that he overestimated the number of solar and lunar alignments involved....

What was it probably used for?

Why don’t we know for sure?

Based on the preceding (already mentioned) material and my own experiences, ("Stonehenge -- The Secret of the Solstice" by Terence Meaden.) I interpret (explain) Stonehenge to be a structure with multiple purposes. It was a monument, of nearly imperishable (
unable to disappear
) quality, erected at a particular site of terrestrial energetic power long recognized by the peoples of the region. 

It was (1) an astronomical observation device used to predict, in advance of their occurrence, those particular days in the annual cycle when the earth energies were most highly influenced and charged by the sun, moon, and stars. 

It was (2) a temple, built by and for the people, in which festivals of renewal were held at those charged energetic periods determined by astronomical observations. 

It was a structure built with particular materials (the diorite bluestones brought from 240 miles away and showing evidence of prior use in another sacred structure), positioned in such a way as to resemble a pre-existing kind of sacred enclosure but, more important, to function as (3) a sort of battery for gathering, storing, and ultimately expressing the earth energies of the site on the festival days. 

Besides the particular times of those festivals, which the structure clearly reveals, prehistory has left us no information concerning the specific content of the rituals that took place at the festival times.
What was Stonehenge according to T. Meaden?

Which of all the theories sounds true to you?

Task: WRITE a 60 word paragraph about what Stonehenge is and what it was used for.
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