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                          Integrated skills: Reading, Speaking & Writing

                                                     (source: wikipedia.org for classroom use by N.P.)
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The Cybermen are a fictional race of cyborgs who are amongst the most persistent enemies of the Doctor in the British science fiction television series, Doctor Who. Cybermen were originally a wholly organic species of humanoids originating (…coming from……) on Earth's twin planet Mondas*. The Cybermen began to implant more and more artificial (…not natural..) parts into their bodies as a means of self-preservation. This led to the race becoming coldly logical and calculating, with emotions usually only shown when naked aggression (……hostility…) was called for.

1. Are Cybermen living-organic beings or machines?

2. Where do Cybermen come from?

3. Who is Cybermen’s enemy?

4. Do cybermen have emotions?

They were created by Dr. Kit Pedler (the unofficial scientific advisor to the programme) and Gerry Davis in 1966, first appearing in the serial, The Tenth Planet. They have since been featured (……appeared…...) numerous times in their extreme attempts to survive through conquest.

5. Who is the ‘father’ of these fictional characters?

6. When and where did they first appear?

Cybermen technology is almost completely oriented towards weaponry (…production of weapons…), apart from their own bodies. When originally seen in The Tenth Planet they had large energy weapons that attached to their chests. 

7. What technology are Cybermen provided with?
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The name "Cyberman" comes from cybernetics, (a term coined in Norbert Wiener's book Cybernetics or Control and Communication in the Animal and the Machine  - MIT Press, 1948). By 1960, doctors were performing research into surgically or mechanically augmenting (…making stronger…..) humans or animals to operate machinery in space, leading to the coining (…create a new word….) of the term "cyborg", for "cybernetic organism".

8. What were the doctors trying to do with humans and animals?

9. What does ‘Cyborg’ mean?

The Story

Millennia ago, during prehistoric times, Mondas* was knocked out (…strike…) of solar orbit and drifted into deep space. The Mondasians, already far in advance of Earth's technology and fearful for their race's survival, sent out spacecraft to colonise (…inhabit distant places……..) other worlds. They used other planets to house vast tombs where they could take refuge in suspended animation when necessary.

1. Why did the Mondasians try to colonise other planets?

The Cybermen's first attempt at invading (…take by force….) Earth was around 1970. A group of Cybermen from "Planet 14" had installed mind control circuits in electrical appliances paving the way for a ground invasion. This was uncovered by the newly formed United Nations Intelligence Taskforce, who repelled (…keep away...) the invasion with the help of the Second Doctor, Jamie and Zoe.

2. When did they try to invade Earth?

3. Who repelled the invasion?

By the beginning of the 26th century, the Cybermen were back in force. The galactic situation was so grave e that Earth hosted a conference (…a meeting…) in 2526 that would unite the forces of several planets in a war against the Cybermen. A force of Cybermen tried to disrupt this conference, by trying to infiltrate Earth in a freighter (…ship or aircraft carrying cargo...).They wanted to crash the freighter into Earth and cause an ecological disaster. That was discovered by the Fifth Doctor. Although the attempt (…effort….) failed, the freighter was catapulted (…to shoot back violently….) back in time to become the asteroid that wiped out the dinosaurs (Earthshock). Unfortunately, the Doctor's Companion Adric was trapped aboard the freighter, and died in the crash; leaving the Fifth Doctor, Tegan and Nyssa to mourn him.

4. When and why did Earth hold a conference?
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What happened to the freighter that the 5th doctor discovered?

Explain in a 50-word paragraph what the Cybermen are and why they want to invade Earth.
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Practice makes perfect!

