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University Entrance Exams
Practice Paper 12: Endangered languages

Α. Να αποδώσετε στο τετράδιό σας στην ελληνική γλώσσα το παρακάτω κείμενο, προσδίδοντάς του τη μορφή που θα έπρεπε να έχει, αν επρόκειτο να δημοσιευθεί σε ελληνικό έντυπο: 

From the tumultuous middle ages to the mid-20th century, Livonian flourished as the mother tongue of thousands in a province on the eastern Baltic coast. Invaders came and went; rulers were appointed and overthrown; but the odd-sounding linguistic hybrid that a minority of locals liked to speak held strong. Now, from a population of almost 2,500 in the mid-1900s, the number of people who grew up with the language is at an all-time low: only one person now embodies centuries of history and culture. 

Whether Livonian's disappearance is viewed stoically as a result of time passing or with horror as a consequence of globalisation, one thing is certain: it is not an unusual case. Yesterday, at its headquarters in Paris, Unesco unveiled its first comprehensive and online database of the world's endangered tongues. According to its team of specialists, there are around 2,500 languages at risk, including more than 500 considered "critically endangered" and 199 which have fewer than 10 native speakers. Love's first blush fading? Lost that loving feeling? Love is not all around? 


Scientists have used brain scans to study how long love lasts between couples.
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Sick of cliches?

Take heart, scientists have discovered that people can have a love that lasts a lifetime.

Using brain scans, researchers at Stony Brook University in New York have discovered a small number of couples respond with as much passion after 20 years together as most people only do during the early throes of romance, Britain's Sunday Times newspaper reported.

The researchers scanned the brains of couples together for 20 years and compared them with results from new lovers, the Sunday Times said.

About 10 percent of the mature couples had the same chemical reactions when shown photographs of their loved ones as those just starting out.

Previous research has suggested that the first stages of romantic love fade within 15 months and after 10 years it has gone completely, the newspaper said.

(CNN) -- Love's first blush fading? Lost that loving feeling? Love is not all around? 
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"We as human beings should care about this in the same way as we should care about the loss of the world's variety of plants and animals, its biodiversity," said Christopher Moseley, editor-in-chief of the Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger. "Because each language is a uniquely structured world of thought, with its own associations, metaphors, ways of thinking, vocabulary, sound system and grammar - all working together in a marvellous architectural structure which is so fragile that it could easily be lost forever."

There is no doubt that a country, with adequate state support and a willingness on the part of the people, can allow its languages to flourish independently of each other. Papua New Guinea is a shining example: although the nation with the greatest linguistic diversity on the planet, it has relatively few endangered tongues. Even Livonian, with its one native speaker, is being relearned on Latvia's Kurzeme peninsula and used by poets to write verses and parents to chat to their children.
 (Lizzy Davies in Paris -The Guardian, Friday 20 February 2009-adapted for classroom use by N.P.)

 ( 25 Points )
Β. Να απαντήσετε στο τετράδιό σας στα αγγλικά στις παρακάτω ερωτήσεις: 

B1. 
a. Give an appropriate title and subtitle to the text. (4 points) 

b. What hardships did the Livonian language go through and why is it in danger now? 

    Explain in no more than 50 words. (6 points) 

c. What are the two reasons why the Livonian language is at risk?

    Do not exceed 40 words.(5 points) 

B2. 
a. Why is it important to maintain the endangered languages? (6 points) 

b. What does the Papua New Guinea example illustrate? (4 points) 

c. Explain what the writer means by ‘adequate state support’. (5 points) 

Γ. Να γράψετε κείμενο 180 - 200 λέξεων με θέμα: 

English has become an international language. Do you think that this is a threat for the national languages?  Write an article to be published in a youth magazine. Do not sign the article. (45 points) 
