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University Entrance Exams
Practice Paper 13

Α. Να αποδώσετε στο τετράδιό σας στην ελληνική γλώσσα το παρακάτω κείμενο, προσδίδοντάς του τη μορφή που θα έπρεπε να έχει, αν επρόκειτο να δημοσιευθεί σε ελληνικό έντυπο: 

Encyclopedia:

The European Parliament is the directly elected parliamentary institution of the European Union (EU). Together with the Council of the European Union (the Council), it forms the bicameral* legislative branch of the Union's institutions and has been described as one of the most powerful legislatures in the world. The Parliament is composed of 785 Members of the European Pariament (MEPs), who serve the second largest democratic electorate in the world (after India) and the largest trans-national democratic electorate in the world (375 million eligible voters in 2009). 

It has been directly elected every five years by universal suffrage** since 1979. Although the European Parliament has legislative power that other bodies do not possess, it does not have legislative initiative, as most national EU parliaments do. It has, however, had control over the EU budget since the 1970s and has a veto over the appointment of the European Commission. 

Magazine article:

The rich world’s biggest election, with 375m potential voters, ought to be both exciting and uplifting. Yet campaigning ahead of this weekend’s election to the European Parliament has been neither. Almost everywhere it has focused exclusively on national issues, not European ones. In several countries a ragbag of extremists and xenophobes look set to win seats. And the turnout, which has fallen in every European election since 1979, may yet sink to a new low.

* νομικός όρος: δίπτυχο

** ψηφοφορία
(Sources: a) Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Parliament 

& b) www.economist.com June 4 2009)

 ( 25 Points )
Β. Να απαντήσετε στο τετράδιό σας στα αγγλικά στις παρακάτω ερωτήσεις: 

B1. 
a. Give an appropriate title and subtitle to the text. (4 points) 

b. What restricts the power of the European Parliament? 

    Explain in no more than 50 words. (6 points) 

c. What features make the EU parliament unique?

    Do not exceed 40 words.(5 points) 

B2. 
a. Why has the EU election campaign been disappointing? (6 points) 

b. Explain what the writer means by ‘a ragbag of extremists’. (4 points) 

c. Explain what the writer means by ‘may yet sink to a new low’. (5 points) 

Γ. Να γράψετε κείμενο 180 - 200 λέξεων με θέμα: 

The European Union has become a huge multicultural organisation. Do you think that it is still possible to function in a democratic way? Don’t you think that this multicultural organization may ‘swallow’ our national identity?  Write an article to be published in a youth magazine. Do not sign the article. (45 points) 
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