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Students’ Compositions


Type: Letter-Accepting an invitation & Giving information

Student: Alice K.

Class: B1a

Date: 17/10/10

Topic: Write a letter accepting an invitation and giving information.

Writing, Unit 2 page 27
Nowadays Olympic medallists very often receive a reward such as cash payments and secured jobs in exchange for their excessive efforts.  However controversy surrounds such rewards because they encourage athletes to resort to unlink means to achieve their goal.

Opponents of financial rewards argue that they constitute redundant and extravagant expenses.  They claim that such expenses are superfluous and shouldn’t be of primary importance especially for countries like Greece that have an underdeveloped economy.  Apart from that they claim that such rewards are unfair not only for the average person who is also making remarkable efforts in different sectors but for professionals.  Professionals offer a lot to society without ever being particularly rewarded for their contribution in many sections.  Last but no least, according to the opponents of financial rewards, they are the main reason why competitors resort to illegal means to achieve victory  like doping.  The lure of the reward is so seductive and appealing that the athletes don’t mind being exposed to the dangers of anabolic.

On the other hand, athletes have by nature a short-lived career, so before start training for the Olympic games they must have secured their future income.  Otherwise, since taking part to such games means full devotion to it they wouldn’t have got involved at all.  Another argument in favour of the financial rewards is that athletes most times spend their own money in order to be excellently prepared for the Olympics so their government owes   to compensate for their expenses.  In addition, Olympic medallists make one’s country (internationally) known and they offer us glory and prestige.  Thanks to them a country is given another chance to make a good impression on the other countries and to enhance its general image and reputation.  In exchange for all these that they offer it is only fair that they should be rewarded.

In contrast to what opponents pointed out about the Olympic spirit, advocates of financial rewards say that the Olympic spirit has already been cancelled and not because of them.  The expenses that need to be done by the competitors in order to be comparable with the other rivals, the extremely high scores that only a professional can achieve and not an amateur and the antagonism that characterizes the Olympic games instead of the emulation are the main factors that have spoiled the Olympic spirit.

Considering all the above I am in favor of the athletes being financial rewarded because it has been clearly proved that cash payments, secure jobs, and pensions constitute a fair reward for all their remarkable efforts and achievements.
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