
CPE Writing

Model Composition 
 Part 2: Neutral Article (280-320 words)

An international newspaper has asked for articles from readers on the theme “Small
World”. You decide to write an article. You should briefly (1)describe some of the
effects of global developments in communications, such as (1a)travel and (1b)social
networking. You should also evaluate how the consequences of these developments
may (2)affect your own country’s cultural identity.
(UCLES b2 test 4)

International magazine:   Not your peers (informal). Not a group of experts (formal)
                                         You are not asked to describe personal experience.
                                         You have to elaborate on some general ideas. And you have
                                         to evaluate the chances of success. 
                                         So, you need to have a NEUTRAL style of writing.

  PLAN

Eye-catching title

Introduction  : Hold readers 
                          attention

Body §A  : (1a) Travel:what has 
changed – the impact of these 
changes

Body §B  : (1b) Social 
networking: what has changed – 
the impact of these changes

Conclusion : (2) The impact of 
these changes on Greek culture

CHECKLIST

What Style of writing should you adopt?

⃣ Informal / Chatty
⃣ Neutral
⃣ Formal / Impersonal

Content: 

⃣ Number what you have to do.
⃣ Make sure you have answered to all the questions

Language: 

⃣ Advanced vocabulary
⃣ Complex grammar structures
⃣ Appropriate for the style (Informal-Neutral-Formal)

Organisation: 

⃣ Eye-catching title
⃣ Introduction: Make the reader curious to find out
⃣ Conclusion: Give your reader food for thought
⃣ Main Body: Have paragraphs with clear topic sentence 
⃣ Wide range of connectors & cohesive devices
⃣ Hold your readers attention throughout the article



CPE Writing

Do the sweeping changes in communication threaten our local cultures?

You can fly from any corner of the world to any imaginable destination on a daily 
basis or you can post your photo on ‘Instagram’ and have it spread across the world 
in a matter of seconds. Does this fill you with terror or excitement? Are we on the 
verge of losing our national identity?

(55 words - Reference to the 2 aspects: Travel, SN sites)
(Direct questions)

Take travelling, for example. It is more efficient than ever. It is safe and relatively
inexpensive.  Thus,  all  the  more  people  visit  other  countries  for  entertainment  or
business.  Students  participate  in  exchange programmes or  simply decide to study
abroad. Our markets are flooded with imported goods while our local delicacies can
be exported to distant corners of the globe. Of-course all this convenience comes at a
price.  An innocent  epidemic somewhere in Africa may quickly turn into a global
pandemic. Plus, the colourful mosaic of cultural diversities tends to become obscured
by the domination of multinational brands across the world.

(100  words - The effects of Travel: Positive & Negative)

What is even more groundbreaking, however, is that you do not even need to leave
the comfort of your living room in order to communicate with others. The social
network sites connect us with all our friends, colleagues or mere acquaintances any
time anywhere.  The dissemination of  information and the exchange of  ideas  and
emotions is only a click away. This might look promising because  you never feel
lonely but we can not overlook the threat of constant surveillance. We must consider
the loss of privacy and ease with which a person can fall prey to monstrous cyber-
bullying.

(98  words -The effects of SN sites: Positive & Negative)

For my country, Greece, all these developments are a mixed blessing. The ease of
transportation is beneficial since the Greek economy is heavily dependent on tourism.
Nonetheless, at a personal level we are not immune to the dangers of alienation.  The
traditional  Greek  family  gatherings  on  someone’s  name-day,  for  instance,  have
started to give their way to ‘dry’ cyber-greetings via ‘Facebook’.

(61 words - The effects on my country: Positive & Negative)

So, what we need to do is brace ourselves against the erosion of our cultures and use
global communications as bridges for global peace and prosperity.

(26 words - A take home message)

 (340 words)


