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Model Composition 
 Part 1: Compulsory Essay

(Grivas pg46)
Read the two texts below. Write an essay summarizing and evaluating the key points 

from both texts. Use your own words throughout as far as possible, and include your 
own ideas in your answers.

Killing for nothing
Under  no  circumstances  should  capital
punishment be condoned. It is a barbaric form
of  punishment,  which  serves  no  useful
purpose  as  it  obviously  does  not  act  as  a
deterrent. In the USA, for example, the use of
capital  punishment  increased  greatly  during
the  eighties  and  the  nineties  but  with  no
corresponding  effect  on  the  crime  rate.
Another argument says that it effectively deals
with people who are a danger to society. But
in any case, they spend years, even decades,
on death row while their appeals are used up,
and  might  as  well  just  be  sentenced  to  life
imprisonment with no possibility of parole.

Innocents die
The  system by  which  people  are  convicted  is
simply not  as  foolproof  as  some people would
have us believe, and the odds against an innocent
person being killled are just too high. While the
risk  of  this  happening  remains  a  very  real
possibility, the death sentence is unacceptable. In
this  age  of  DNA  evidence,  many  people  in
American prisons awaiting execution have been
found  to  be  innocent.  The  other  problem  is
prejudice. Even if a person is found guilty and
convicted  of  a  crime,  they  are  likely  to  get  a
worse  sentence  if  they  are  from  an  ethnic
minority,  and  disproportionately  large  numbers
of  these people are  executed every year  in  the
States.

  PLAN

Introduction  : What the texts 
                           are about

Body §A  : Summarize 
                   + Evaluate text 1
Body §B  : Summarize 
                   + Evaluate text 2

Closing paragraph :  Your own
                                     ideas

CHECKLIST

Content: 

⃣ All the key points 
⃣ My opinion on the key points
⃣ My own-original ideas

Language: 

⃣ Advanced vocabulary
⃣ Complex grammar structures
⃣ No phrasal verbs
⃣ No contractions
⃣ No vocabulary from the extracts 
⃣ Use 1-2 words/short phrases from the extracts 

in “ quotation marks” (no more than 2)
Organisation: 

⃣ Clear paragraphs 
⃣ Clear connection of ideas 
⃣ Wide range of connectors & cohesive devices



CPE Writing

Both extracts above take a negative stance on the hotly debated issue of death penalty

The first author tries to dispel the myth of the death sentence “acting as a deterrent”.
He claims that the long standing use of this harsh punishment in the USA has not
proven  its  effectiveness  in  curbing  crime  rates.  However,  his  argument  is
unconvincing because criminality could have been worse if death penalty was not in
effect.  Nevertheless,  the writer correctly remarks that there  is  no need to  take
someone’s life in order to protect society since we can achieve the same result by
simply giving them a life sentence.

(90 words: What the first extract says + my opinion on what he says)

The second extract persuasively strengthens the argument against this irreversible
penalty by citing the numerous incidents of innocent people who have been wrongly
convicted and sometimes even executed, only to find out that more recent genetic
material  proves  that  they  were  innocent.  The  author  also  claims  that the  well-
documented “prejudice against  ethnic minorities” is a  reason to abolish the death
sentence.  Even if we accept the latter argument as a fact,  we can not so easily
jump to the conclusion that the suspicion of some judges having preconceived ideas
should strip our legal system of one of its most powerful weapons.

(101 words: What the second extract says + my opinion on what he says)

Personally, I feel that death penalty should remain in effect for extreme cases of serial
killers or insane criminals who show no remorse for their actions. Since, nowadays,
we have at our disposal the invaluable assistance of genetic evidence we can reach
verdicts that are beyond any shadow of doubt while at the same time we retain a
strong disincentive in the ammunition of our legal system.

(67 words: My own thoughts)

(Total: 273 words)


