
English for Adults
Archeology (3)

NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF ATHENS 

It is the most important archaeological museum in Greece and one of the richest in the 
world concerning ancient Greek art. Its collections are representative of all the cultures 
that flourished (……….) in Greece. 

The construction of the museum begun in 1866 and completed in 1889 with the gradual 
addition of the west wing (……….)  in 1874, of the north in 1881, of the south in 1885 and
finally of the east wing. The building was erected (………)  in a large plot donated by 
Helen Tositsa, with the financial support of Demetrios and Nicolaos Vernardakis, the 
Archaeological Society and the Greek state.

What makes the National Archaeological Museum of Athens unique?

The building of the museum was originally designed by the architect Ludwig Lange but 
his plans were partially modified by Panages Kalkos and later, by Harmodios Vlachos and
Ernst Ziller, who completely rearranged the facade (………….) and changed the plan of 
the east wing and the central hall. Two additions were made on the east side of the 
building; a new wing was constructed (………) in the early 20th century based on the 
plans of Anastasios Metaxas and a two-storeyed building, designed by G. Nomikos, was 
erected in 1932-39. 

Who is the architect of the museum?

The Egyptian collection dates back to the last twenty years of the 19th century, while it is 
worthy (……….) to note the donation of the Egyptian government which in 1893 offered 
nine mummies of the era of the Pharaohs. However, the Egyptian collection is mainly by 
two donors, Ioannis Dimitriou (in 1880) and of Alexandros Rostovic (in 1904). In total the 
collection includes more than 6000 artefacts (…….). However, today only 1100 of them 
are available (………) for the public. The collection is considered to be one of the best 
collections of Egyptian art in the world. The exhibition features rare statues, tools, 
jewels, mummies, a wooden body tag for a mummy, a stunning bronze statue of a 
princess, intact bird eggs and a 3000-year-old loaf of bread with a bite-sized chunk 
missing. The exhibition centrepiece (……….) is a bronze statue of the princess-priestess 
Takushit, dating to around 670 BC. Standing 70cm high and wearing a gown covered in 
hieroglyphs, the statue was found south of Alexandria in 1880.

How was a collection of Egyptian artefacts found in the Greek museum ?

Do you consider it acceptable to exhibit foreign artefacts or should they be returned to their place 
of birth? (WRITE your answer in 80-100 words)
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